
7/20/2023

1

E xp ungem ent for
Low -Incom e Clients:
W hat S ervice P rovid ers
Need to Know

P resented b y:

The R uralR eentry P roject

California R uralLegalAssistance,Inc.

Agen d a

• Intro d uction to CR LA and the R uralR eentry P roject

• W hat post-conviction options are availab le?

• W hy d o clients need post-conviction relief?

• How d o you refer clients?

• S um m ary
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M eet our team

Josep h Doherty
M anaging Attorney

Alex Tron
S taff Attorney

M arin S tuve
Ad m inistrative Legal
S ecretary
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Intro d uction

Accord ing to the U.S .Com m ission on CivilR ights,one third ofAm ericans

to d ay have crim inalrecord s and face over 44,000 legalsanctions w hich

are collectively referred to as collateralconsequences.
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How can CR LA help?

CR LA's R uralR eentry P roject can help rem ove
those restrictions w ith fullservice
rep resentation,at no cost to clients.
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W hat reentry services are
availab le?

E xpungem ent

- The court sets asid e the conviction,and
enters a d ism issalinto the pub lic record

- Client can legally say they have not b een
convicted of a crim e for the expunged case

- E m ployers m ay not ask a current em ployee
or job applicant to d isclose inform ation
ab out a past conviction that has b een
expunged

- Ind ivid uals can answ er "No" if asked if
asked ifthey have b een convicted

R ecord S ealing

- S eals pub lic record s of cases that
d id not result in conviction

- R em oves file com pletely from pub lic
record ,unlike expungem ent
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W hat reentry services are
availab le? (cont.)

Felony R e d uction

- A prior felony conviction is red uced
to a m isd em eanor through a petition
and court hearing

- CR LA attorneys w illseek
expungem ent of the conviction at
the sam e hearing

E arly Term ination of P rob ation

- Term inating prob ation early can
m ake a client eligib le for post-
conviction relief

- CR LA attorneys w ill
seek expungem ent of the conviction
at the sam e hearing
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How can an exp ungem ent help?

Housing

- R ed uces d iscrim ination
from private land lord s
(especially arrest record
sealing)

E m ploym ent

- E xpunged record s
cannot b e used to d eny
a job offer or prom otion

- An ind ivid ualw illnot b e
d enied a professional
license b ased on a
conviction that has
b een expunged

S elf-R espect

- E xpunging a record can
help an ind ivid ualm ove
on w ith their life

- Having a "clean slate"
can increase positive
outlook and civic
engagem ent
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S um m ary

S tab ility creates a safer com m unity,and expungem ents assist

ind ivid uals to gain stab ility.You can save your clients thousand s of

d ollars.

If som eone you're assisting has a crim inalrecord ,refer them to CR LA's

R uralR eentry P roject an d w e can assess their eligib ility for post-

conviction relief.
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R efer clients to:
CR LA's R uralR eentry P roject

805-902-CR LA

reentry@ crla.org
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